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The Henry & Annabel Larzelere Memorial 
Lecture Series was established in 2017 to 
honor their interest in continuing educa-
tion on topics of international interest and 
theological thought. Henry and Annabel 
moved to East Lansing in 1938 where Hen-
ry was a new faculty member in the Col-
lege of Agriculture at MSU. They promptly 
joined The Peoples Church and became 
deeply involved in the church communi-
ty as well as in greater Lansing where they 
were active in a variety of civic activities. 
Henry and Annabel were world travelers 
who were always building bridges of hope 
and understanding. Our desire is that 
these lectures will inspire and strengthen 
us to serve with compassionate love as we 
strive to build a more just and peaceful 
world.

Featuring

Philip Gulley
Quaker Pastor, Author and Speaker

Henry & Annabel 
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East Lansing, MI 48823
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October 13, 2019
The Peoples Church

200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing, MI

 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.   
Worship Services,

Philip Gulley, Preaching

        Noon Luncheon  
Snider Social Hall  
(Free Will Offering Collected)

   1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Presentation, 
Philip Gulley 

*Childcare Available on Request; please call 
The Peoples Church to reserve: 517.332.5073.
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Philip Gulley is a Quaker pastor, writer and speaker from Danville, Indiana 
where he lives today with his wife, Joan, and two dogs, Ruby and Jack. Many 
of his characters and recollections are taken from his boyhood in this small 
Midwestern town.

Gulley attended Marian University in Indianapolis where he studied theolo-
gy and sociology. He then enrolled at Christian Theological Seminary where 
he received his Master of Divinity in 1992. While in seminary, he became the 
pastor of Irvington Friends Meeting in Indianapolis and began writing es-
says for the church’s newsletter. Paul Harvey, Jr. received those newsletters 
and shared them with a publisher. A few months later, the publisher invited 

Gulley to publish his essays, which resulted in Front Porch Tales, his first book in the 
best-selling Porch Talk series of inspirational and humorous essays. He has been writing ever since.

An eclectic writer, Gulley has published 22 books, including the acclaimed Harmony series chronicling life in 
the eccentric Quaker community of Harmony, Indiana. Gulley’s latest fictional series continues the exploits 
of Sam Gardner, first introduced in the Harmony series. The new Hope series includes A Place Called Hope, A 
Lesson in Hope, and A Gathering in Hope, his most recent fictional release.

Gulley’s memoir, I Love You, Miss Huddleston: And Other Inappropriate Longings of My Indiana Childhood, re-
counts his coming-of-age years in Danville, Indiana. It was recognized as an Indiana Book of the Year, and 
was a semi-finalist for the James Thurber Prize for American Humor.

Gulley has also written several books of theology. He and co-author James Mulholland describe their pro-
gressive worldview in their books If Grace Is True and If God Is Love. Gulley then went on to write If the Church 
Were Christian in which he presents a profound picture of what the church could look like if it refocused on 
the priorities of Jesus. In his book The Evolution of Faith he proposes a fresh direction for Christianity and 
articulates a Christianity that, while faithful to the priorities of Jesus, can help its adherents live happily, 
peacefully, and productively in our complex world. The Nobel laureate Desmond Tutu said of that book, “In 
our ever-changing world, Gulley’s book is much needed. An important book for any person of faith.” Gul-
ley’s 22nd book, entitled Unlearning God: How Unbelieving Helped Me Believe explores the process of spiritual 
growth, especially the re-interpretation of the earliest principles we learned about God.

Gulley has served as a Quaker pastor for 30 years, currently pastoring Fairfield Friends Meeting in Camby, In-
diana. Additionally, he hosted the television program Porch Talk with Phil Gulley on the Indiana PBS affiliate 
WFYI and their flagship show Across Indiana, for which he received two Emmy® Awards. He also writes the 
popular monthly Home Again column for Indianapolis Monthly and is a regular contributor to The Saturday 
Evening Post. In 2010, Christian Theological Seminary awarded Gulley an honorary Doctor of Humane Let-
ters degree. In 2014, Gulley was presented with an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from Franklin College, 
in recognition of his body of work.

From Our Pastor
The Peoples Church of East Lan-
sing recognizes that the world 
is interconnected; while every 

community is unique, no com-
munity exists in a vacuum. Therefore, we cel-
ebrate and seek out opportunities to amplify 
voices with diverse backgrounds and expe-
riences.

Throughout our 111 year history, The Peo-
ples Church has welcomed speakers, preach-
ers, workshops, conferences, and university 
led events that celebrate the overlap of scho-
lasticism and spirituality, academics and the-
ology, justice and faith.  Through the great 
generosity of the Henry & Annabel Larzelere 
Memorial Lecture Series, now in its third year, 
the tradition continues.

It is an honor to welcome Philip Gulley, 
Quaker Pastor, Author and Speaker, to The 
Peoples Church.  Listeners will be challenged 
to “unlearn” burdensome obstacles in their 
faith so that they can forge a more authentic 
relationship with God.

May The Peoples Church continually strive to 
faithfully expand our understanding of God, 
creation, ourselves and our neighbors across 
the globe.

Rev. Drew Filkins, American Baptist Church
Associate Pastor 

About Our  Speaker


