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LifeCycle11                            Acceptance                               Philip Gulley 

 

 I remember in the fifth grade I had my first male teacher, Mr. Evanoff, 

who was a really nice guy, but hopelessly naïve.  Fifth grade was when we 

learned U.S. history, including all about the Presidents, whose names and 

dates of service we had to memorize.  It was easier back then, there weren’t as 

many of them.  Nevertheless, I didn’t know much about the Presidents.  I knew 

George Washington was our first President, that Abraham Lincoln was our 16th 

President, and that Dwight Eisenhower, who seemed very old to me, was 

number two or three, but that was the extent of my presidential knowledge.   

 

 We learned about the three branches of government─executive, 

legislative, and judicial.  The members of the legislature and judicial branches 

had to share power, but the president had the third branch of government all 

to himself, which seemed ideal to me, and I remember asking Mr. Evanoff if I 

could be President.  He looked at me, then said, “Yes, Phil, you could be the 

President one day.”   As I said, he was hopelessly naïve.   

 

 I grew up with these ambitions and dreams, which had no basis in 

reality, though that didn’t keep me from having them.  
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 We’ve been talking about the stages of life, the traits common to each 

stage, and why those are important.  So far, we’ve talked about innocence, 

curiosity, independence, rebellion, the longing for intimacy, commitment, the 

search for meaning and purpose, and our need to nurture.  Two weeks ago, we 

thought about a trait common to us in our fifties, the gift of happiness.  Today, 

I would like to talk about acceptance.  Specifically, about making our peace 

with our lives, realizing the dreams we had as young people won’t come true, 

and accepting the reality of what our lives have become.  And not just 

accepting what our lives have become, but appreciating what our lives have 

become. 

 

 When we’re in our 60’s we stop saying, “I should have done this,” or “I 

wish I had done that,” and make our peace with what we’ve done, where we 

are, and who’ve we become.  If we don’t arrive at that level of acceptance, we’re 

going to be miserable.  Life will never feel good or right to us, because we’ll 

always wish our lives were different.  But in our 50’s and 60’s, we learn how to 

accept what our lives have become, and not only accept our lives, but as I said, 

appreciate our lives.  It finally occurs to us that we’re not going to be elected to 

the presidency, and we’re okay with that.  We’ve accepted that.   
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When Jesus was alive, he believed the end of the world was near, that 

his generation would witness the establishment of God’s Kingdom on earth.  

When Jesus was killed, many of his followers believed his death would trigger 

such an event, but it didn’t.  Many in the early church were disappointed and 

left the church.  We don’t know their names, but we know that had to happen.  

Because there are always people who check out and give up when their dreams 

don’t come true.   

 

But others were able to say, “Well, it’s clear God’s Kingdom isn’t going to 

unfold like we thought, so we better come up with a new dream.”  They decided 

that rather than expecting God to magically bring heaven to earth, they could 

bring heaven to earth by living as changed people.  I believe their acceptance of 

their changed reality fundamentally altered the character and spirit of the 

church, and for the better.  Jesus was no longer viewed primarily as a spiritual 

magician who could wave some celestial wand and bring about paradise.  

Instead, he became an example for living, a model for life.  So people began to 

gather stories about his life and repeat the stories to others and the stories 

inspired those who heard them to say, “This is how we should live.”  Those 

stories were eventually collected together and written down and became the 

gospel accounts we still read and profit from today.  It was their acceptance of 

reality, and their ability to forge a new life for themselves that breathed such 

energy into this fledgling movement. 
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Adaptability and acceptance are essential to our emotional and spiritual 

well-being.  If we don’t adapt, we wither and die. 

 

But we must be careful what we adapt to, what we learn to accept.  

There are some things we should never accept.   

The Harvard Medical School has determined that 45,000 American’s die 

each year because they lack access to health care.  We shouldn’t accept that. 

Over 100,000 teens a year are forced into prostitution in America each 

year.  80% of them are girls, and their starting age is 12-14.  We shouldn’t 

accept that. 

The 400 wealthiest Americans have more wealth than the poorest 150 

million Americans.  That isn’t acceptable. 

The state of Indiana imprisons its citizens at six times the rate of China.  

We shouldn’t accept that. 

We must be careful what we adapt to, what we learn to accept.  There are 

some things we should never accept. 

 

People we love die.  We must learn to accept that. 

Our careers don’t always work out the way we’d hoped.  We must adjust 

to that.   

Relationships fray and sometimes break.  We have to adapt to that.  

Our children do things we wish they wouldn’t.   We must accept that. 
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As we age, life becomes a series of adjustments, of accepting, of adapting 

to changed realities.  That is unescapable.   

But there are some things we should never accept, some things with 

which we should never make peace. 

It is a mark of our wisdom and a measure of our Christian character 

what we accept and what we refuse to accept. 


